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Early Movements

§ 1863 - January 1 Lincoln 
issues Emancipation 
Proclamation

§ 1863 - Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is 
organized to preach truth.

§ 1865 – Civil War ends

§ 1865 – Education 
Movement begins



Call for Preaching
Adventist Review and Sabbath Herald, Sept. 20, 1870



First Adventist Preachers in South
Elbert Lane and Squire Osborn



Davidson County 1871

Locations of Early Work
§ Edgefield Junction
§ Edgefield
§ Nashville
§ Madison



Edgefield Junction and 
Madison

Edgefield Junction

Madison



Nashville and Edgefield

Edgefield

Nashville



Nashville:
A Southern Adventist Center

Nashville, the Battle 
Creek of the South, has 
been a center for 
Adventist medical, 
education, publishing 
and administrative work 
in the South since 1897.



Adventists in Nashville Area

§ 8 Adventist Churches

§ Two Conference Offices

§ Four Schools

§ F. H. Jenkins

§ Madison Elementary

§ Madison Academy

§ Middle Tennessee 
School of Anesthesia



Nashville:
Southern Adventist Center

"As a people we should take a special 
interest in the work at Nashville. At the 
present time this city is of great 
importance in the Southern field. Our 
brethren selected Nashville as a center for 
the work in the South because the Lord in 
His wisdom directed them there. It is a 
favorable place in which to make a 
beginning." – Ellen White 1902. 
(Testimonies, Vol. 7, p. 232.)



Four Reasons
Nashville Became the Center

1. The Lord Led Adventists to Nashville. "Many 
have asked the question, Why did our brethren select 
Nashville as a center for work? I answer, Because the 
Lord in His wisdom directed them to this place. It is 
His purpose that light shall shine forth from 
memorials established for Him in and near Nashville.  
GCB, April 14, 1903 par. 1



Four Reasons
Nashville Became the Center

2. Suitable for Publishing Work. "There is no place in 
the South better suited than Nashville for the carrying 
forward of the publishing work. It is the best place in 
which to do the work that has been started here.  GCB, 
April 14, 1903 par. 2



Four Reasons
Nashville Became the Center

3. Less Opposition to Education of  African-
Americans. "There is not in Nashville the bitter 
opposition to the work for the uplifting of the 
downtrodden colored race that exists in many other 
cities of the South. Much work is being done there to 
uplift the colored people, and the sentiment in favor 
of these efforts will be a security to our people in their 
work.  GCB, April 14, 1903 par. 3



Four Reasons
Nashville Became the Center

4. An Educational Center. "There are in Nashville 
large educational institutions for the colored people. In 
these institutions much excellent work has been done 
and is being done. The teachers and students in these 
institutions are to be given the privilege of hearing the 
message of present truth. It is for this reason that God 
directed that different interests for the advancement of 
our work should be established in Nashville.  GCB, 
April 14, 1903 par. 4



Madison Institutions

§ Madison College
§ Madison Campus 

Church
§ Madison Heritage 

House
§ Madison Foods
§ Madison 

Elementary School
§ Madison Academy
§ Middle Tennessee 

School of 
Anesthesia



Former Tennessee Christian 
Medical Center



1904
Madison College Opens

Madison College and 
Madison Rural 
Sanitarium were opened 
by Edward A. 
Sutherland and Percy 
Magan. 



Madison Academy 
and Madison Heritage House



Madison Sanitarium
Dr. Edward A. Sutherland, M.D.



Madison Foods and Bakery



Madison Foods



Morning Star Boat

Morning Star and the Dawn. Anchored near Vicksburg, MS.



Area of Landing Site



Edgefield Junction



Edgefield Junction Station



R. K. McCune
Carpenter in Edgefield Junction



Harry Lowe
African-American Baptist Minister



1883
First Black Adventist Church

The Jonathan Allison Family

§ First Black Adventist 
congregation organized as a 
company November 1883 by 
Samuel Fulton at Edgefield 
Junction. Became Church in 
1886. Some were disappointed 
with the separation and left the 
church.

§ 1901 - First Colored camp 
meeting is held here.



Edson White‘s 
Edgefield Junction Home



Oak Grove Garden School
Goodlettsville



Kentucky-Tennessee Conference
Goodlettsville

§ Organized 1876
§ First President: Squire Osborn



Spring Hill Cemetery
Madison Faculty and Friends

• Graves of  . . .
• Edward A Sutherland
• Sallie Sutherland
• Bessie McGraw 

Sutherland
• Josephine Gotzian
• Lida Funk Scott
• And others



Spring Hill Cemetery
Edward and Sallie Sutherland



Spring Hill Cemetery
Lida Funk Scott and Josephine Gotzian



Spring Hill Cemetery
Eliza J. Burnham

• First woman to serve as 
editor of The Report of 
Progress, now known as 
the Southern Tidings.



Southern Publishing Assn
Elm Hill Pike Location



Greenwood Cemetery
Charles Kinney and Arna Bontemps



First SDA Church in Nashville
415 Woodland , Edgefield, TN

• The first Seventh-day Adventist Church in 
Nashville was organized in 1894 in the 
Edgefield Community. The Church first met in 
back of a paint shop on here at 415 Woodland 
Avenue. The pastor was Charles McVagh.



Memorial Church
Fatherland Street – Purchased 1905



Seventh-day Adventist Church #2
Winter Street



Rock City Sanitarium
Dr. Lottie Blake, M. D.



1901
Nashville Colored Sanitarium



Vegetarian Restaurant



Nashville Sanitarium and Bath Rooms



Riverfront Park



Nashville Union Station



Edson White’s First Nashville Office



Nashville First Church
Blair Boulevard



Tennessee Centennial Exposition
Hansen Begin Health Ministry 



1897
Louis Hansen Begins Medical Work



South Central Conference
First Office



South Central Conference
First Administrative Team



Arna Bontemps House



Gospel Herald and
Southern Publishing Association



First Southern Union Office
Robert Kilgore, President



Other Early Leaders
Stephen Haskell and G. I. Butler



Southern Publishing Association
24th Avenue Location



Nashville Junior Academy

This school served the children of employees at 
the Southern Publishing Association and the 
Kentucky-Tennessee Conference. It was later 
replaced by the Greater Nashville Junior Academy 
on Brick Church Road.



Kentucky-Tennessee
First Office

• The Kentucky-Tennessee Conference office was 
located on the corner of 24th and Seifred until 
1945 when it moved to West End. It is now 
located in Goodlettsville, TN



Hillcrest Church



Riverside Sanitarium
Established by Nellie Druillard



Riverside Sanitarium



Riverside Sanitarium



South Central Conference

• Organized December 1945.
• First President Herman Murphy



South Central Conference



Riverside Chapel



Pagoda of Medicine
Dr. Carl A. Dent, M. D.



Haynes Garden Apartments



Hillcrest School



Southern Adventist Heritage Tours

This three-day tour visits follows James Edson White’s ministry 
in Vicksburg, Yazoo City, Lintonia, Calmer and Natchez, 
Mississippi. The tour ends near Soso, Mississippi at the grave of 
Anna Knight, the first missionary to India.

Morning Star Tour



Tours Available By Appointment 

Pastor R. Steven Norman, III.
Phone: 615-491-1851

steven.norman3@gmail.com

Southern Adventist Heritage Tours


